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mistress] be accomplished/' Then he himself having
taken his leave, went, perhaps, to impart my wishes
to the beautiful lady. I amused myself with admiring
the beauty of the flowers of the garden, and the bright-
ness of the full moon, and the play of the fountains
in the canals and rivulets, a display like that of the
mouths of Sdwan and Hhddon; but when I beheld
the roses, I thought of the beautiful rose-like angel,
and when I gazed on the bright moon, I recollected
her moon-like face. All these delightful scenes with-
out her were so many thorns in my eyes.

At last God made her heart favourable to me.
After a little while that lovely fair one entered from
the [garden] door adorned like the full moon, wearing
a rich dress, enriched with pearls, and covered from
head to feet with an embroidered veil; she stepped
along the garden walk, and stood [at a little distance
from -me]. By her coming, the beauties of that garden,
and the joy of my heart revived. After strolling for a
few minutes about the garden, she sat down in the al-
cove on a richly-embroidered masnad. I ran, and like
the moth that flutters around the candle, offered my life
as a sacrifice to her, and like a slave stood before her
with folded arms. At this moment the eunuch ap-
peared, and began to plead for my pardon and resto-
ration to her favour. Addressing myself to him, I said,
I am guilty, and culpable; whatever punishment is
fixed on me, let it be executed. The lady, though
she was displeased, said with hauteur, "The best
thing that can be done for him now is that he should
receive a hundred bags of gold pieces, and having